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DEBUT MUSIC VIDEO FROM NATIONAL LAMPOON’S “VAN WILDER: THE RISE OF TAJ” ORIGINAL MOTION PICTURE SOUNDTRACK TO BE FEATURED TODAY ON IFILM.COM.
JONNY LIVES! “GET STEADY” MUSIC VIDEO CO-DIRECTED BY KAL PENN AND MORT NATHAN, STARRING KAL PENN TO BE FEATURED ON iFILM.COM.
(New York, NY – October 16, 2006) –Jonny Lives! bring their Brit-Pop-meets-Lower East Side-rock sound to the soundtrack for National Lampoon’s Van Wilder: The Rise of Taj with party anthem “Get Steady”.   The video, co –directed by the film’s director, Mort Nathan and star Kal Penn (Van Wilder, Harold & Kumar Go To White Castle,) is a "Hot For Teacher" meets "Good Mornin' Little Schoolgirl" visual-mash-up-gone-wild.

The “Get Steady” video is featured online today (Tuesday, October 10) on iFilm.com as well as through the official Jonny Lives! myspace page (http://myspace.com/jonnylives).  The video marks the directorial debut of Kal Penn who plays Taj Mahal Badalandabad in the Van Wilder films and gives a raunchy collegiate crash course in Party 101 with Jonny Lives! rocking a fictional Ivy League college campus, complete with hot co-eds and sexy instructors.

Jonny Dubowsky from Jonny Lives! said, “We had so much fun shooting the video - it reminded me of a college sorority formal we recently played at where things got out of hand. “Get Steady” has a way of bringing the party and is a perfect fit for the new Van Wilder film (Van Wilder: The Rise of Taj).”
“I have wanted to get into music video directing for quite some time now, but having never done it before,” said lead actor & “Get Steady” video co-director, Kal Penn, “it's nice to work on a team with & learn from Mort (who's directed a lot more than I have), and to be able to create a video that has a tie-in to a film like The Rise of Taj.  The movie is definitely not a sequel in the traditional sense: it's a franchise film, which takes my character and introduces him to a different situation, 4 years later, halfway across the world.  We wanted to create a very lighthearted & fun video in the vein of the film: a teacher with a nontraditional, anti-establishment style of teaching, who finds himself in a brand new place.”
On Nov. 21st, Eleven Seven Music will release the original motion picture soundtrack for National Lampoon’s Van Wilder: The Rise of Taj.  The soundtrack is a 16-song compilation that goes all night, featuring party-ready rock anthems from artists with their own cult followings. The soundtrack includes Buckcherry's smash hit "Crazy Bitch," Everclear's newest single, "Hater," never-before released tracks from Hanson and The Exies, along with songs from bands like Brandtson, The Starlight Mints, Punchline, The Lashes, The Ordinary Boys, Reuben, & The Alternate Routes, among others. The  Jonny Lives! “Get Steady” video will be included as enhanced content on the soundtrack (alongside multiple other videos from soundtrack artists). 

" I loved the song, ‘Get Steady’ as soon as I heard it and I knew it would work great in the film, which it did,” said film director, Mort Nathan, “and when I heard there was an opportunity to work with the band and make a music  video I jumped at the chance to -direct it. It was great fun working with the band.  They instantly got into working with comedy directors.  They embraced the idea that we could showcase their music and make people laugh at the same time."

When National Lampoon's Van Wilder was released in 2002, actor Kal Penn inspired a cult following for his portrayal of Taj. In the upcoming sequel, Taj heads to England's prestigious Camford University, and in the process, teaches the uptight student body how to party. MGM's National Lampoon's Van Wilder: The Rise of Taj will be released in theatres nationwide on December 1, 2006.
“Get Steady” is a glossy and gritty party rocker that is the lovechild of a crazy 48 hours in the UK that included a run of shows with the Kaiser Chiefs, a stop at the NME Music Awards, a bottle of tequila with Dave Grohl, cigars with the Kings of Leon, and a wrestling match with UK DJ femmes the Queens of Noize. The weekend’s insanity filtered back to NYC where a sleazy guitar riff hit frontman Jonny Dubowsky like a ton of bricks – all he could do while enjoying another booze-soaked night was grab a pen. On a napkin at Niagra – a favorite Lower East Side hang – Jonny jotted down the anthem that would become the band’s calling card and is set to become a weekend party anthem. 

Get Steady Music Video Links:

Clean (Windows)

:http://newmedia.10thst.com/jonnylives/JohnnyLives!_GetSteady_Clea.wmv

Extended (Windows)
http://newmedia.10thst.com/jonnylives/JohnnyLives!_GetSteady_Expl.wmv
Clean: (Quicktime)
http://newmedia.10thst.com/vanwilder/jonnylives!_get_steady_clean.mov

Extended Version (Quicktime):
http://newmedia.10thst.com/vanwilder/jonnylives!_get_steady_extended.mov
For more info on Jonny Lives! please visit:   www.MySpace.com/JonnyLives & www.JonnyLives.com. 

For more info on Kal Penn please visit:  www.MySpace.com/KalPenn
For film information, visit:  www.TheRiseofTaj.com & www.MySpace.com/VanWilder2    

Check out the story behind “Get Steady” here: 

http://newmedia.10thst.com/jonnylives/ecard/getsteady/ 

ABOUT JONNY LIVES!:
Jonny Lives! debut album will be released in March 2007.  The band is currently touring behind a 5-song ep titled “Get Steady” which is available through their website.  The EP features cameos from Nick Valensi (The Strokes), Sammy James Jr. (The Mooney Suzuki), and Jody Porter (Fountains of Wayne).   The band’s 60’s Brit-Pop-meets-Lower East Side-rock is as inspired by the highbrow art scene as it is the LES pick-up scene.  THE VILLAGE VOICE called Jonny Lives! “downtown bar punks” and describes them as “post-Radiohead pop/rock with teaming guitars and airy vocals, you owe it to yourself to see them.” CMJ NEW MUSIC REPORT says Jonny Dubowsky “sneaks into hip lower east side parties, slings a slashing guitar, and ruminates on girls and gutter worries. Swooshing anthems like “Love Conspiracy” and acoustic pretties like “Lost My Mind” bring the Strokes’ Bowery basics back around from irony to sincerity, with clear hooks and Dubowsky claiming, “Fools like us could live like kings,”…UK rock journal N.M.E. MAGAZINE says they’re “pant-droppingly brilliant.” JIM FARBER, MUSIC CRITIC FOR THE NEW YORK DAILY NEWS, says “bands that put exclamation points in their names better have some zip to back it up…Luckily, Jonny Lives! does.” 

About ELEVEN SEVEN MUSIC:
Founded by Allen Kovac, CEO of 10th Street Entertainment, a leading music marketing and management company, Eleven Seven Music was developed in association with ADA, a Warner Music Group company, as an incubator label to develop bands for potential “upstreaming” to the WMG family. Artists also include Buckcherry, Everclear, The New Cars, Marion Raven, The Exies and Jonny Lives! The label’s inaugural release (Buckcherry’s new album 15) was picked up by Atlantic Records shortly after it debuted in stores and has become one of the top selling rock albums for 2006.  Eleven Seven Music has two more releases scheduled for 2006:  Marion Raven’s ep Heads Will Roll (available through iTunes on 10/24) & The Original Motion Picture Soundtrack for National Lampoon’s Van Wilder: The Rise Of Taj (in stores 11/21).

About Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Inc.
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Inc., through its operating subsidiaries is actively engaged in the worldwide production and distribution of motion pictures, television programming, home video, interactive media, music, and licensed merchandise.  The company owns the world’s largest library of modern films, which is comprised of more than 4,000 titles.  Operating units include Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc., Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures Inc., United Artists Films Inc., MGM Television Entertainment Inc., MGM Networks Inc., MGM Distribution Co., MGM International Television Distribution Inc., Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Home Entertainment LLC, MGM ON STAGE, MGM Music, MGM Consumer Products and MGM Interactive.  In addition, MGM has ownership interests in international TV channels reaching nearly 110 countries.  MGM ownership is as follows:  Providence Equity Partners (29%), Texas Pacific Group (21%), Sony Corporation of America (20%), Comcast (20%), DLJ Merchant Banking Partners (7%) and Quadrangle Group (3%).  For more information, visit www.mgm.com.

